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Focus Areas 
Areas for Grantmaking/ Community Plan 
alignment 

 
2020 Grantmaking Priorities  
Our funding strategies:  

Arts and Culture 
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural 
Assessment 

Activate engagement by supporting equitable access to and 
participation in artistic and cultural experiences for new & 
underserved populations. 

Community Betterment 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges 
for Mental Health, DART 2035, Des Moines Vision 2031, 
Housing Tomorrow Plan, Ending Youth Homelessness 
Plan, One Economy, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community 
Plan, The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan  

Improve the quality of life for all through recreation, restoration, 
beautification, and sustainability efforts. 

Increase availability and improve access to effective mobility & 
transportation solutions, safe & affordable housing, and inclusive 
economic development strategies. 

Education  
Capital Crossroads, One Economy, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Partner for academic achievement through collaborative 
initiatives that support students, particularly for those identified 
as low-income, at-risk of dropping out or falling behind 
educational benchmarks or are from minority populations. 

Health 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s 
Mental Health Crisis Plan, Challenges for Mental Health, 
Community Health Needs Assessment, Housing 
Tomorrow Plan, One Economy, OpportUNITY, Refugee 
Community Plan, The Path Forward, United Way of 
Central Iowa,  

Reduce barriers to health with systemic, equitable efforts that 
support the most vulnerable in our community. 
 
Enhance the overall health and well-being of individuals in our 
community.   
 

Social Capital 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges 
for Mental Health, Community Health Needs 
Assessment, Des Moines Vision 2031, Ending Youth 
Homelessness Plan, Housing Tomorrow Plan, One 
Economy, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, The 
Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan 

Collaborate to strengthen connections that develop and support 
solutions to critical community needs. 

Advance equity by supporting programs and practices which 
empower and engage diverse community voices. 

Strengthening Individuals and Families in our 
Community 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s 
Mental Health Crisis Plan, Challenges for Mental Health, 
Community Health Needs Assessment, Ending Youth 
Homelessness Plan, One Economy,  OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, The Path Forward, The 
Tomorrow Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Strengthen support systems for vulnerable individuals and 
families, including those from underserved communities. 

Develop progressive strategies and systemic solutions to address 
critical human needs issues, such as homelessness, affordable 
housing, access to care and reducing poverty. 

Workforce Development 
Capital Crossroads, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community 
Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Enhance workforce opportunities for individuals to become self-
sufficient through education/certification attainment, job training 
and job skills enhancement. 

 

http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
http://ridedart.com/sites/default/files/media-center/news/DART-Forward2035PlanUpdate-FinalReport-NoAppendix_optimized.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/UWCI/Archive/websitecrawler_migrated_assets/8820909/Other/education_strategy_map2015.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/565217/chna-full-report-11218.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Health_strategy_map2017-6.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Health_strategy_map2017-6.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/565217/chna-full-report-11218.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/565217/chna-full-report-11218.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/media/565217/chna-full-report-11218.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/affordable-housing-information-document11.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/542539/Income_strategy_map2017.pdf?t=1483989344529
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/what-we-do

